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through which to reach them than this where we are
to-day; and it is this which afflicts our hearts and
minds.

And if these losses are so keenly felt by us, to
whom these peoples are nothing, how much reason
have we to believe that they are important to him
who has given them existence, in order to render
them happy,—and, more, a divine life, and his own
blood to redeem them. Happy the Souls in whom
the Holy Ghost inspires and maintains the devout
purpose to contribute according to their power to
quench the thirst of JESUS Christ, dying upon the
Cross, and to collect the drops of his precious blood,—
or, to express it better, the wares of which this ador-
able blood was the price.

I cannot omit here the praise that is due to mes-
sieurs the associates of the Company of New France,
who continue more than ever to contribute [36] what
they can to so holy an enterprise. And this work,
as well as all the others of New France, will always
be under most special obligation to Monsieur the
Chevalier de Mont-magny, our Governor, to whose
prudence, generosity, charity, and zeal it does not
seem possible to add anything; all of which virtues
and noble qualities make themselves felt as well here
where we are, three hundred leagues from his resi-
dence, as in the locality where he makes his home.

There are still many others who would merit a
good share of praise for contributing according to
their means to so holy a work, but that would never
be completed, and the point is this, that the book of
life preserves the memory thereof forever. As for
us, all that we can do is to raise our hands to Heav-
en, and to say with all our hearts, de 7ore celi et de
Dinguedine terre, et desuper sit benedictio vestra.



